
Paragraph structure 

Take your pre-writing activity and group together ideas that are connected. Ideas may already be grouped together, 
depending on what type of pre-writing activity you did. These groups of connected ideas will become your paragraphs. 

 

 

 

Topic sentence: Introduces or explains what the paragraph will be about. 

Supporting sentences: Information that contributes to the larger idea stated in your topic sentence. The illustration 
above gives two examples of supporting sentences; you will generally have more than two sentences that connect 
together and fit under your topic sentence. 

Closing sentence/transition sentence: Your final sentence in a paragraph will wrap up the ideas in this paragraph and 
transition into your next paragraph’s topic sentence. Think of transition sentences as a bridge that goes from one place 
to another. If the bridge is too short or not properly constructed, it can be a jarring experience. 

Transitional phrases:  

 

 


